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Dr. Jeelani asked again if the process was such that the person who was rejected would receive 
an explanation as to why this happened. He wanted to know whether the Faculty Senate was 
making sure if an applicant was denied promotion, that the person was provided with an 
explanation as to why the decision was made so as not to demoralize the faculty. 
 
Dr. Ndi indicated that he was conscious of the ongoing contention because of his personal 
experience with this issue. He added he recalled during his tenure as chair of the senate, he 
wrote a memo to the office of the provost stating though tenure was the prerogative of the 
University, or board of trustees, promotion was merit-based. His contention was that the office 
of the provost via the dean, must provide an explanation as to why a person was denied 
promotion. This will enable the candidate that was turned down to make a better case the next 
time around. The switch from one chair to another did not permit the issue to be resolved. 
 
Dr. Jeelani indicated now that the University had a new provost, he was ready to meet him with 
Dr. Ndi and Dr. Tilghman. He added the lack of transparency was not only demoralizing for the 
faculty, but it also made it difficult to recruit new faculty. Dr. Tilghman and Dr. Ndi acquiesced 
with Dr. Jeelani’s propositions and agreed they would accompany him to meet with the new 
provost. Dr. Ndi offered the Board of Trustees should be made aware of the detrimental and 
chilling effect on prospective recruits, of this type of situations.  
 
Dr. Essounga heartedly thanked Dr. Jeelani for bringing up a topic of interest to all. 
 
Dr. Nayak suggested, as a response to some of Dr. Jeelani’s concerns, that it was time for the 
academic affairs committee to work on putting in place an online trail of faculty’s applications 
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Tilghman thanked all attendees and adjourned the meeting. The next meeting will be held on 
February 7th, 2022, at 5 PM. 
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