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also have a “Informational Tent” spot to pass out flyers with water bottles. -
Update: Dr. Essounga emailed a gentle reminder to faculty senators and all 
faculty to try and attend Saturday’s Homecoming events. 
 
In addition to that, Dr. Essounga informed the faculty senate that Dr. Nayak was organizing some 
homecoming activities, inviting those willing to join.  
 
7. Ad hoc Committees: Dr. Essounga invited senators to serve as chair of the following
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Dr. Reid informed that the Academic Affairs Meeting had their first meeting on 
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Dr. Karanam asked Dr. Nashar what was the reason why faculty members hired in 2018 should 
be evaluated based on the 2020 Handbook. Dr. Nashar answered that such was the decision by 
the chair of the Senate and accepted by the Board of Trustees. Dr. Essounga added that this 
decision was already incorporated in the most recent Faculty Handbook. Dr. Karanam, in turn, 
replied that faculty members hired in 2018 were told that they would be under the 2015(sic) 
Handbook.  
Dr. Nayak agreed with Dr. Karanam because the newer handbook was not accepted until 2020; 
she added 
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the previous Provost, Dr. Aglan). Dr. Nashar reached out to the Office of the Provost but has not 
received a reply yet. Therefore, as of now, Research Extension Faculty will be evaluated under 
the criteria of the 2020 Faculty Handbook. 

 
c. Research and Graduate Studies Committee    Dr. Sheritta Fagbodun
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Dr. Fishkin stated his perception most faculty members appeared to be calmer than he was about 
the issue, adding he was willing to research Canvas and organize a tutorial.  
Dr. Essounga commented that we could not assume that everybody knew how to use Canvas or 
that one would learn intuitively.  
 
Dr. Alcantara-Ortigoza stated not knowing how to use Canvas was the least of the problems, the 
main problem being whether Canvas had all the features offered by Blackboard Original. That 
was the case with Blackboard Ultra, which lacked a myriad of features available in Blackboard 
Original.  
 
Dr. Alcantara-Ortigoza reminded all attendees that during the All-University conference, there 
was a speaker who was representing Canvas, and Dr. Prakash said he wanted to get in touch with 
him to organize a workshop or training sessions for the College of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Nayak 
stated her belief that Tuske
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Dr. Jones mentioned students also needed to be informed of the resources they had on campus 
and how to reach out. 
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13. Chitra Nayak 
14. Clarissa Harris 
15. Deepa Bedi 
16. Desmond Mortley


